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ESTOH  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF 

THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Chainiian  and  ]\lembers  of  the 

Eston  Urban  E)istrict  Council. 

Councillor  JNIiss  Grassham  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  the  Annual  Report  on  the  Health  and 
Sanitary  conditions  of  the  Llrban  District  during  the  year  1937.  The  report 
has  been  prepared  on  the  lines  of  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular,  1650. 

Last  year  in  submitting  the  report,  1 commented  on  the  Infantile 
IMortality  Rate.  1 regret  to  report  that  there  has  been  this  year  a slight 
increase  as  compared  with  the  previous  year.  1 would  particularly  draw  your 
attention  to  my  remarks  in  this  report  on  the  need  for  more  Ante-Natal  Care. 
In  this  connection,  too,  I need  hardly  remind  you  of  our  persistent  but,  so  far, 
unavailing  effort  to  obtain  in  this  area  a Maternity  Home. 

The  year  under  review  shows  an  increase  in  the  Birth  Rate  and  also 
an  increase  in  the  Death  Rate.  During  the  year  there  was  a considerable 
increase  in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  and  I regret  to  have  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  has  been  a considerable  increase  in  deaths 
from  Tuberculosis  during  the  year. 

In  presenting  this  re])ort,  I wish  to  express  my  appreciation  to  all 
members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  interest  in  the  work  of  the  Health 
Department.  In  particular  I wash  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Health 
Committee  and  the  Chairman  of  the  Housing  Committee,  the  former  in 
General  Health  matters  and  the  latter  in  Housing  matters  have  at  all  times 
given  me  their  utmost  help,  consideration  and  support.  I wish  also  to  express 
my  thanks  to  the  other  Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  co-operation 
and  to  the  Staff  of  the  Health  Department  and  to  the  IMatron  and  Staff  of  the 
Isolation  Hospital  for  their  loyal  support. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JAMES.  A.  DUNLOP, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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SECTION  “ A ” 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA. 


he  statistics  required  for  the  iireparation  of  this  report  are  based  on 
the  statistics  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General.  The  Registrar-General 
estimates  that  tlie  pcqiulation  in  the  mid-year  1937  was  30,540  as  compared 
with  30,420  m the  mid-year  1936.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  this  is  the 
first  time  since  1933  that  the  Registrar-General  has  estimated  that  the 
population  has  increased. 


Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mid)  1931 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mid)  1932 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mid)  1933 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mid)  1934 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mitl)  1935 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mid)  1936 
Registrar  General’s  estimate  (mid)  1937 


31,410 

31,050 

31,070 

30,880 

30,620 

30,420 

30,540 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  of  the  District  (acres)  5,559 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  pojnilation 

at  mid-year  1937  30,540 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1937) 

according  to  rate  books  • 7,945 

Rateable  Value  (at  September,  1937)  ...  £120,580 

Sum  represented  by  j^enny  rate  £440 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  chief  industries  carried  on  in  the  I'rban  District  are  Ironstone 
Mining,  Iron  and  Steel  manufacture  and  Shi|)-bui.lding  and  Re])airing.  .\s  is 
generally  known,  during  the  year  under  review  the  Iron  and  Steel  trade 
generally  shared  in  a marked  trade  improvement,  with  a consequent  reduction 
in  unemployment.  There  is  also  definite  i)roof  that  such  inqu'ovement  did 
occur  in  that  the  amount  of  money  S])ent  on  Poor  Relief  was  £2,780  less  in 
1937  than  in  the  ])revious  year.  There  has  been  no  sickness  or  invalidity  of 
special  note  during  the  year,  nor  is  there  any  evidence,  statistical  or  otherwise, 
that  unem])loyment  has  exercised  any  significant  influence  on  the  health  or 
])hysi(|ue  f)f  children  or  adults. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


I’.lRTllS. 


Live  Births. 

I'otal 

Al.  E. 

Legitimate 

...  ...  ...  ... 

612 

323  289 

Illegitimate 

... 

18 

6 12 

Birth  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident 

population  : — 21. 

(Rate  for  England  and  Wales: — 

14.9) 

Still  Births. 

Total 

AT 

F. 

Legitimate 

34 

20 

14 

Total : 35 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

— 

Rate  ])er  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births: — 52.6. 


DEATHS. 

Total  AT  F. 

416  240  176 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population  : — 13.8. 

(Rate  for  England  and  Wales: — 12.4) 

DEATHS  EROM  PUERPERAE  CAUSES. 

Deaths  Rate  per  1,000  Births 
Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  ...  ...  nil  nil 

Other  Puerperal  causes ...  1 1.5 

Total  1 1.5 


Death  Rates  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 
Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 
Illegitimate  infants  ])er  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Aleasles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ... 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  two  years) 


73 

49.2 

0 

42 

3 

4 
1 
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It  is  exceedingly  disappointing  to  have  t(j  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that  this  year  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  Infantile  Mortality  Rate,  i.e., 
a death  rate  amongst  children  in  their  first  year  of  life.  Last  year  the  rate 
was  67.8,  this  year  it  is  73.  I am  well  aware  that  in  dealing  with  the  statistics 
of  a small  area  such  as  this,  mere  figures  are  apt  to  be  fallacicnis,  but  still  we 
can  say  definitely  that  there  has  been  no  improvement,  and,  having  regard  to 
the  rate  for  the  country  as  a whole,  there  is  in  this  area  a need  for  improve- 
ment. It  is  to  me  rather  significant  that  almost  half  of  the  deaths  of  children 
in  the  first  year  of  life  occurred  from  what  one  might  call  Ante-Natal  causes, 
namely.  Congenital  Debility,  Premature  Rirth,  etc. 

In  my  opinion  it  would  seem  as  if  the  need  for  Ante-Natal  Care  is  not 
fully  appreciated  in  this  area.  There  are  in  this  area  competent  Medical 
Practitioners  and  .\nte-Natal  Clinics  ready  and  willing  to  give  that  advice  and 
guidance  which  the  expectant  mother  needs.  It  is  to  me  a matter  of  indiffer- 
ence where  the  ex])ectant  mother  gcjes  for  the  necessary  ante-natal 
supervision  so  long  as  she  goes  and  gets  it. 


INFANT  MORTALITY  RATES  OF  WARDS. 


Ward 

North  West 
Central  ... 
Normanby 
Grange  Town 
Tilery 
Branch  ... 
South  Bank 
Ilarcourt 


No.  of  Births 
during  1937 
68 
127 
62 
119 
86 
41 
61 
66 


No.  of  Deaths 
under  1 year 
6 
10 
4 
8 
6 
4 
4 
4 


Rate  per  1,000 
live  births 
88.2 
78.7 

64.5 
67.2 
58.1 

97.5 

65.5 
48.4 
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ANALYSIS  OF  INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1937. 


Cause  of 
] )eath 

hinder 

I \vk. 

1 -2  2-3 

wks.  vvks. 

3-4 

wks. 

Total 

under 

4 

weeks 

1-3 

' mth. 

! 

j 

3-6 

mth. 

6-9 

mth. 

9-12 

mth. 

4 otal 
deaths 

i under 

1 

1 year 

Pneumonia 

— 



— 



^ 4 

- — 

4 

1 

9 

lironehitis 

— 

— ■ — 

— 

i 

2 

— 

2 

— : 

4 

Marasmus 

— 

— ■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— i 

— 

Convulsions  ... 

4 

— 1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

— 

1 

10 

Congenital 

Debility 

1 

1 

2 

3 

__ 

r'"' 

Prematurity  ... 

6 

— — 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

r i 

6 

Inanition 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Heart  Failure 

— 

— — 

— 

— 



— 

— 

1 

— 

Tox.'emia 

— 

1 — 

1 

2 

— • 

— 

1 

— ; 

3 

Icterus 

Neonatorum 

2 

2 

‘ 

2 

IMalformation 

— ■ 



— 

! 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Disease  of  .Spine 

1 

— — 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Pyloric  Stenosis 

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— > 



Intussusception 

— 

— — 

— ' 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cerebral 

Haemorrhage 

1 

1 

1 

IMorbili  

— 



— 

— 

— 

■ — • 

— 

— 

Asphyxia 

1 

• — — 

— 

2 

— • 

— 

— 

3 

IMeningitis 

— 

— — 

— 

1 ^ 

2 

— 

— • 

— 

2 

Total 

16 

1 1 

3 

21 

14 

2 

7 

2 

46 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 

])ividing'  the  total  deaths  which  occurred  during  the  year  into  age 
groups,  I Hnd  that : — 

'1  here  were  46  deaths  under  one  vear  of  aee. 

- o 

20  deaths  over  1 year  and  under  5 years  of  age. 

3 deaths  over  5 years  and  under  10  years  of  age. 

5 deaths  over  10  years  and  under  15  years  of  age. 

19  deaths  over  15  years  and  under  25  years  of  age. 

51  deaths  over  25  years  and  under  45  years  of  age. 

113  deaths  over  45  years  and  under  65  years  of  age. 

88  deaths  over  65  years  and  under  75  years  of  age. 

66  deaths  over  75  years  and  under  90  years  of  age. 

5 deaths  over  90  years  and  under  95  years  of  age. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 

Ty])hoid  and  para-typhoid  fever  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 
\\  hooping  C'ough 
])i])htheria 
Influenza 

Encei)halitis  lethargica 
Cerebro  S])inal  Fever 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  ... 

Other  Tuberculosis  diseases 
Syphilis 

General  ])aralysis  of  the  insane,  etc. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 
Diabetes 

Cerebral  h:eniorrhage 
1 leart  Disease 
Aneurysm 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

Rronchitis 

Pneumonia 

Other  respiratory  diseases  

Pe])tic  Ulcer  

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

A])i)endicitis  ... 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

Other  liver  diseases  

Other  digestive  diseases 


M. 

2 

2 

13 


20 

2 

2 

28 

1 

14 

48 

2 

16 

6 

34 

1 

2 

1 

3 


I'. 

1 

1 

2 

5 

1 

7 

1 


14 

1 

8 

41 

12 

4 

22 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1937  continued. 


Acute  and  chronic  ne]:)hriti.s 

M. 

3 . 

1'. 

1 

Puerperal  sepsis 

... 

— 

— 

Otlicr  [)uerperal  causes 

...  ... 

— 

1 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth, 
ation,  etc. 

malform- 

13  .. 

7 

Senility 



3 .. 

11 

Suicide 

...  ... 



1 

Other  violence 

...  ... 

10  .. 

5 

Other  defined  causes 

...  ... 

14  .. 

21 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

... 

— 

— 

POOR  LAW 

The  amount  of  Poor  Law  Relief  | 

RELIEF. 

)aid  during 

the  year 

1937 

269  10s.  7d.  Details  of  this  amount  are 

set  out  below  : — 

£ 

s. 

d. 

South  Bank  and  Normanby 

(Nos.  1 and  2 Districts) 

... 

12,491 

0 

8 

South  Bank  and  Grange  Town 

(No.  4 District) 

... 

4,882 

0 

3 

Grange  Town 

(No.  3 District) 

... 

6,034 

8 

2 

Eston 

(No.  6 District) 

... 

1,862 

1 

6 

Total  ... 

£25,269 

10 

7 

LUNATICS  (REMOVAL 

EXPENSES). 

£ 

s. 

d. 

South  Bank  District 

(Nos.  1 and  2 Districts) 

12 

18 

0 

Grange  Town 

(Nos.  3 and  4 Districts) 

15 

17 

0 

Eston 

(No.  6 District)  ... 

• 

14 

6 

Total  . 

. £29 

9 

6 
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SECTION  “B.” 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA. 

The  details  ol  the  Staff  are  incorporated  at  the  heg’inning'  of  the  ke])ort. 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

As  in  former  years,  the  laboratory  work  was  done  at  the  North  Riding- 
Laboratory  at  Scarborough  and  tlie  Lister  Institute  in  London.  During  the 
year  7a  Diphtheria  swabs  were  sent  for  examination,  59  of  which  were 
returned  “ Negative.’’ 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

I'or  Infectious  Disease  the  Council  has  at  present  2 amlndances.  During 
the  year  the  old  St.  John’s  Ambulance  was  obtained  and  re-conditioned  and  is 
now  available  for  Infectious  Diseases  work.  Id)!-  other  ambulance  facilities 
])rc)visi(m  is  made  by  the  St.  John’s  Ambulance  brigade,  and  1 am  indebted  to 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Brigade  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  done 
during  the  year. 

“ W e have  conveyed  in  our  Motor  .Ambulance  550  patients  from  their 
homes  to  the  local  hospitals,  also  during  the  year  we  have  attended  37  road 
accidents  and  conveyed  that  number  of  patients  to  hos])ital ; altogether  the 
ambulance  has  travelled  6,456  miles.  During  the  year  the  Brigade  has  been 
provided  with  a new  and  modern  motor  ambulance.  The  Brigade  aj^preciate 
very  much  the  interest  taken  in  their  work  by  the  Eston  Urban  District 
Council  and  are  grateful  for  their  generous  sui)port.” 

T feel  sure  that  sidendid  voluntary  services  rendered  in  this  area  are 
appreciated  by  all  those  who  are  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the  district,  and 
the  support  given  by  the  Urban  District  Council  is  in  appreciation  of  good 
work  well  done. 


NURSING  IN  THE  HOMES. 

The  area  is,  as  in  ])revious  years,  served  by  three  Nursing  .Associations 
in  South  Bank,  Grange  Town  and  lAstcm  and  Normanby.  During  the  year  all 
three  associations  jtaid  me  the  compliment  of  making  me  a member  (')f  the 
committee,  and  I willingly  agreed  to  give  what  assistance  1 could  to  such 
associations,  who  arc  doing  so  much  for  the  welfare  of  the  community. 
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Last  year  I.  expressed  the  (Opinion  that  it  \v 

ould  be  a distinct  advantage 

to  the  district  if  all  three  associations  were  combined.  .Another  year’s  experi- 

ence  has  convinced  me  that  this  is  very  desirable 

])articularly  with  reference 

to  the  carrying-  out  of  the  AJidvvives’  .Act.  The  time  is  not  yet  opi)ortune  to 
comment  on  the  iniluence  of  the  Midwives’  Act  on  the  Alidwifery  Services  of 
the  Nursing-  Associations.  The  following-  is  a brief  statementof  the  activities 

of  the  Nursing-  Associations  in  the  area. 

South  Bank  Association. 

Four  whole-time  fully  qualilied  nurses  are  employed,  who  made  the 

following  visits  during  the  year : — 

Visits 

General 

6,085 

Midwifery  and  Maternity  ... 

3,478 

Tuberculosis 

265 

Ante-Natal 

470 

Casual  Visits  ... 

97 

Welfare  Centres,  etc. 

8 

10,403 

Eston  and  Normanby  Association. 

This  Association  erai)loys  two  whole-time 

fully  cjualified  nurses,  -who 

made  the  follow’ing  visits  during  the  year: — 

Visits 

General 

1,689 

Alidwifery  and  Alaternity  ... 

1,590 

Post  and  Ante-Natal  ... 

884 

Casual  Visits  ... 

47 

Welfare  Centres,  etc. 

19 

4,249 

Grange  Town  Association. 

This  Association  emj^loys  two  whole-time 

fully  qualilied  nurses,  who 

made  the  following  visits  during  the  year; — 

A’isits 

General 

2,882 

Alaternity  and  Alidwifery  ... 

2,882 

.Ante-Natal 

692 

Sundry  ... 

416 

6,872 
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1 he  aljove  statements  show  that  as  compared  witli  the  previous  year  a 
very  gieat  increase  has  taken  place  in  the  amount  of  midwifery  work  under- 
taken l)y  each  of  the  three  associations.  Having  regard  to  all  the  work,  both 
Geneial  Nuising  and  Midwifery  Service,  undertaken  by  the  associations  in 
this  aiea,  1 think  that  it  is  but  right  to  state  that  the  associations  render  an 
indispensable  service  in  this  area,  and  it  is  essential  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
area  should  sujiport  these  assficiations  generously. 


CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

All  Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres  in  the  area  are  administered  by  the 
North  Riding  County  Council. 

HOSPITALS— PUBLIC  AND  VOLUNTARY. 

-Apart  irom  the  Infectious  Disease  Hospital,  there  is  no  hosjiital  in  the 
area  belonging  to  the  local  authority  or  with  which  the  local  authority  have 
made  arrangements  for  the  admission  of  jiatients. 


THE  NATIONAL  SOCIETY  FOR  THE  PREVENTION  OF  CRUELTY 

TO  CHILDREN. 

While  this  Council  is  not  a Child  Welfare  .Authority,  they  are  neverthe- 
less interested  in  all  matters  aiipertaining  to  the  welfare  of  children,  and  1 am 
])leased  to  put  on  record  the  following  report  from  the  Insjiector  of  the 
Aliddlesbrough  llranch  of  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

“ For  the  12  months  ending  December,  1937,  this  Branch  dealt  with  41 
cases  in  the  Eston  Urban  District.  These  cases  involved  the  welfare  of  76 
children,  and  in  order  to  obtain  the  necessary  results  160  visits  of  supervision 
were  made.  In  only  1 case  was  it  necessary  to  prosecute  and  this  step  was 
taken  in  the  future  interests  of  the  children.” 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  here  to  ex])ress  my  ap])reciation  of  the  work 
<lone  by  Insijector  Smith,  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.,  who  is  at  all  times  most  willing  to 
give  us  his  hel])  for  the  benefit  of  the  children. 

PROPAGANDA  IN  PUBLIC  HEALTH. 

Like  all  other  authorities  we  have  been  interested  in  the  ” C se  A our 
Health  Services  Campaign,”  inaugurated  by  the  Prime  Alinister  in  the  autumn. 
Not  being  an  authority  having  control  over  Education,  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare,  etc.,  we,  of  course,  are  not  in  a position  to  institute  ])ropaganda  in 
these  branches  of  the  Public  Health  .Services.  We,  however,  have  co-oi)erated 
with  the  North  Riding  County  Council  in  the  issue  ol  ])osters,  etc.,  a])])ro])riate 
to  the  various  stages  of  the  cam])aign. 
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In  addition,  an  extra  effort  has  hecn  made  hy  way  of  addresses  to  such 
bodies  as  Toe  M,  Co-operative  (luild,  Co-operative  I’arty  and  Sisterhoods. 

1 feel  that  much  good  work  can  be  done  by  these  inf(n'mal  talks,  and  I 
consider  the  work  done  has  amply  rei)aid  the  labour  involved  in  preparing'  the 
addresses.  1 feel  that  this  is  a very  important  part  of  the  duties  of  a Medical 
Officer,  and  1 am  always  willing'  to  give  my  services  in  Public  1 lealth 
Propaganda. 


SECTION  “C.” 


Details  of  the  various  sanitary  circumstances  under  this  Section  are 
further  reported  on  in  the  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Water. 

There  were  no  new  sources  of  the  public  water  supply  or  any  important 
extension  of  mains  during  the  year. 


One  sample  of  water  was  taken  from  the  tap  of  a dwelling-house  and 
submitted  for  analysis,  the  result  of  which  indicated  that  the  water  was  of 
good  quality  and  suitable  for  human  consumption. 


DETAILS  OF  ANALYSTS’  CERTIFICATE. 


Marked  “Tap  Water.” 

Free  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  as  Chlorides 
Nitrogen  as  Nitrites  and  Nitrates 


Parts  per  100,000 
0.0035 
0.0110 
1.0000 
0.0827 


Total  solids  ...  12.0000 


Oxygen  absorption  ...  ...  ...  ...  0.6713 

Colour  and  appearance  in  2ft.  tube  Brown.  Clear. 
Odour  when  heated  to  50  degrees  C.  None. 


Microscopical  Examination. 

A minute  deposit  from  half  a gallon  of  the  water  consisted  of  organic 

debris. 
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Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at  37  deg 
C.  after  72  hours 

Number  of  colonies  on  Nutrient  Agar  at  20/22 
deg.  C.  after  72  hours 

Presumi)tive  lb  Coli  test  at  37  deg.  C.  after  72 
hours  ... 

Clostridium  Welchii  test  at  37  deg.  C 


4 per  ml. 
4 ]ier  ml. 


Positive  in  10  ml. 

1 small  and  1 minute 
colony  in  40  ml. 


Observations. 

The  results  of  the  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  do  not 
reveal  any  evidence  of  pollution  with  sewage  or  other  foul  drainage,  and  are 
consistent  with  upland  water  which  has  ])asscd  through  sand  fdters  and  sub- 
sequently exposed  in  an  uncovered  reservoir. 

!•:.  \V.  J.XCKSON  and  A.  SCllOLES 
(Pattinson  and  Stead), 

Public  .Analvsts. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

In  my  last  annual  rei)ort  1 stressed  the  importance  to  this  district  of  an 
adequate  sewerage  system.  1 regret  to  have  to  record  that  on  this  matter 
•little  or  no  advance  has  been  made  during  the  year.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  very 
desirable  that  the  Council  should  give  this  matter  their  most  serious  consider- 
ation. To  my  mind  the  future  development  of  the  district  depends  on  an 
aclecpiate  sewerage  system  wdiich  has  not,  as  yet,  been  provided.  Reference 
to  this  report  will  show  that  during  the  year  in  this  area  274  new  houses  were 
erected.  It  is  obvious  that  these  new  houses  must  be  putting  an  extra  strain 
on  an  already  overloaded  sewer.  It  seems  to  me  that  this  is  an  urgent  matter 
demanding  immediate  consideration. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  only  river  within  your  area  is  the  River  Tees,  which  forms  the 
Northern  boundary  of  your  District,  and  is  within  the  tidal  flow  stretch  from 
the  sea.  Under  the  circumstances,  any  pollution  does  not  come  within  your 
Authority's  jurisdiction. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

With  slight  exception,  the  closet  accommodation  is  on  the  water 
carriage  system  and  has  been  so  for  about  twelve  years.  There  are  a small 
number  of  closets  on  the  conservancy  system,  but  these  arc  at  premises  which 
are  not  within  reasonable  distance  from  the  sewer. 
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Public  Cleansing. 

1'he  cleansing-  services  of  your  District  are  well  organised;  no  change 
of  policy  or  extension  of  the  service  took  place  during  the  year.  A small 
numher  of  houses  (ai)proximately  24)  in  your  district  are  drained  into  cess- 
])ools  which  are  cleansed  and  kei)t  in  order  by  the  owners. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Details  under  this  heading  sIkjw  that  inspections  in  all  branches  of  the 
work  were  well  maintained  during  the  year. 


Shops. 


*Carefu,l  attention  has  been  given  to  the  condition  of  shcjps  in  the  area. 
In  ])articular,  attention  has  been  i)aid  to  tenancy  of  premises  above  and  behind 
shops,  and  the  provision  of  adequate  and  separate  sanitary  conveniences  and 
washing  facilities  has  been  insisted  upon.  The  commencement  of  the  Shops 
(Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1 936,  with  reference  to  sho])s  has  thrown 
additional  work  u])on  the  Sho])s  Inspector. 

Smoke  Abatement. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  last  .‘\nnual  Repiwt  to  the  effects  from  smoke 
and  fumes  of  the  recently  erected  Coke  Oven  Plant.  Rej^eated  efforts  have 
been  made  to  minimise  this  nuisance,  and  interviews  with  the  hrm’s  officials 
and  also  with  Ministry  Insi)ectors  have  taken  ])laee.  I regret  to  say  that 
practically  no  improvement  has  occurred.  The  smoke  and  fumes  affect  not 
only  the  inhabitants  of  certain  streets  in  Grange  Town,  but  also,  according  to 
the  direction  of  the  wind,  the  staff  in  Cleveland  House. 

The  ])owers  of  the  local  authority  are  .limited  since  such  works  receive 
considerable  protection  in  law,  but  the  powers  of  the  authority  will  continue 
to  be  used  to  the  limit.  As  a matter  of  interest  1 give  you  herewith  an  analysis 
of  grit  collected  at  the  front  of  the  Council  Offices.  This  grit  undoubtedly 
comes  from  the  Coke  Oven  Plant,  and  it  will  give  some  indication  of  the 
atmosphere  in  which  your  staff  is  working  when  the  prevailing  wind  is  from 
the  works. 


DETAILS  OF  ANALYSTS’  CERTIFICATE. 


Sample  of  Deposit. 


Fixed  Carbon 
Volatile  Hydrocarbons 
Sulphur 


Ash 

Moisture  ... 


100.00% 


* Containing  .5.25%  Peroxide  of  Iron. 
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Observations. 

Judging  ])y  the  above  analysis  and  by  the  results  of  a microscoi)ical 
examination,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  deposit  consists  almost  wholly  of 
])articles  of  ccjke  breeze,  the  remaining  small  i)ro])ortion  consisting  of  dirt, 
wood  libres,  etc.  We  could  detect  no  a])preciable  quantity  of  iron  ore  or  coal 
particles  in  the  samples  submitted  for  examination.  The  ai)pearance  of  the 
coke  particJes  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  suggestion  that  thev  are  derived 
from  a coke  quenching  process. 


K.  W.  JACKSON  and  A.  SCHOLES, 
(Pattinson  and  Stead), 

Public  .Analysts. 


Swimming  Baths  and  Pools. 

In  my  last  .Annual  Re])ort  1 made  reference  to  the  fact  that  facilities  for 
swimming  were  not  provided  for  the  public  in  this  area.  1 think  that  this 
deficiency  is  regretted  by  all  who  are  genuinely  interested  in  the  health  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  area,  for  it  cannot  be  denied  that  swimming  is  one  of  the 
most  beneficial  of  all  forms  of  exercise.  1 am  pleased  to  record  that  the  local 
authority  are  now  giving  this  matter  consideration,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
there  will  be  no  undue  delay  in  ]5roviding  this  most  necessary  facility. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

.Advice  and  practical  assistance  was  given  in  all  cases  of  infestation 
of  houses  with  bed  bugs. 

Infested.  Disinfested. 

(1)  No.  of  Council  houses  ...  ...  ...  5 5 

No.  of  other  houses  ...  ...  ...  69  69 

(2)  The  methods  employed  in  disinfestation  are  fumigation  and 
spraying. 

(3)  .All  prospective  Council  house  tenants  are  visited,  and  where  there 
appears  to  be  any  infestation  of  their  houses  or  belongings, 
fumigation  is  carried  out  before  reimwal  takes  jdace. 

(4)  -All  disinfestation  w(jrk  is  carried  out  l)y  the  L rban  District 
Council. 

Schools. 

The  sanitary  conditions  and  water  sui)])ly  of  the  elementary  schools  in 
your  Area  need  no  comment.  They  are  under  the  control  of  the  North  Riding 
County  Council,  who  make  jieriodical  insiiections  and  arrange  their  own 
alterations  and  repairs.  During  the  .Summer  holidays,  all  the  .Schools  were 
thoroughly  fumigated  as  a precautionary  measure  before  being  jiaintcd  and 
cleansed  by  the  aj-ipropriate  .Authority. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 


The  su[)ervi.sii)n  of  workshops  and  workplaces  under  tiie  Factory  Act, 
1901,  receiv'ed  continual  attention  during'  the  year.  Jvoutine  inspections  were 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  reports  that  he  had  no  difficulty  with 
the  occui)iers  to  have  any  defects  remedied. 


INSPECTIONS  MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


(HOME 

OFFICE 

FORM  572). 

Written 

Inspections. 

Notices.  Prosecutions. 

Factories  (including 

factory 

laundries) 

. . . 

10 

4 

— 

Workshops  (including  workshop 

laundries) 

. . . 

45 

2 

— 

Workplaces  (other  than  out- 

workers’  premises) 

... 

20 

— 

— 

75 

6 

— 

Defects  Found: — 

Referred  to 

Prose- 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

PI.M.  Inspector 

cutions 

M'ant  of  Cleanliness 

7 

7 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  ... 
Sanitary  Accommodation 

1 

1 

Defective  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

12 

12 

— 

— 

SECTION 

“ D.” 

HOUSING. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year ; — 

(a)  Total  (including  numbers  given  separately  under  (b) 

(b)  (1)  By  the  Local  Authority  

(2)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 


274 

150 

124 
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1. 


Inspection  of  dwelling'  houses  tluring  the  vear  :■ — 

(1)  (a)  Total  nuniher  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for  housing 
delects  (under  Public  Health  or  1 lousing  Acts) 

(h)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  ])ur])ose 


1387 

3925 


(2)  (a)  Xumber  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under  sub-head 
(1)  above  which  were  ins])ected  and  recorde<l  under 
the  1 b)using  Consolidated  Regulaticms,  1925  ...  ...  210 

(b)  Number  of  ins])ections  made  for  the  ]nir])ose  ...  ...  1827 


(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unlit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 


(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  ])receding'  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in 
all  respects  reasonably  lit  for  human  habitati(jn  ...  1300 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  mjtices : — 
Number  of  defective  houses  rendered  lit  in  conseciuence 
of  informal  action  l)y  the  Local  Authority  of  their 
ohicers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1266 


3.  Action  under  Statutfjry  Powers  during  the  year; — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered  ht 

after  service  (jf  formal  notices: 

(a)  Py  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(1))  P>y  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  ...  ...  — 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  .Xcts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 

were  served  recjuiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  ...  — 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  l>y  Owners  — 

(b)  P>y  Local  Authority  in  defaut  of  Owners  — 
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(c)  I’roccfclinj^s  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  I lousing-  Act, 

1936; 

(1)  Xuniher  of  duelling  houses  in  res])ect  of  which 

Deinolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished,  in  ])ursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

(d)  I’roceeding-s  under  Section  12  of  the  Mousing  .\ct,  1936; 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rcjoms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  45 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  rooms  having  been  rendered  lit  ...  ...  — 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV — Overcrowding: 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  1936  ...  253 

(2)  Number  (jf  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  269 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  1880 

(b)  Numljer  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during 

1937  75 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  1937  131 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  977 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have 

again  become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  — 

(e)  x\ny  other  particulars  with  resi)ect  to  overcrowding 

condition  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
may  consider  it  desirable  to  report'  ...  ...  ...  — 


OVERCROWDING. 

In  my  last  Annual  Report,  a detailed  account  was  given  of  the  over- 
crowding survey  made  in  the  area,  and  reference  was  made  to  the  task  which 
lay  ahead  of  the  Local  Authority  in  dealing  with  overcrowding.  Reference 
to  the  previous  report  will  show  that  in  this  area  336  families  were  living 
under  overcrowded  conditions.  At  the  end  of  the  year  under  review,  these 
families  were  dealt  with  as  follows : — 
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120  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Local  Authority,  159  families  them- 
selves abated  the  overcrowding  either  by  a reduction  occurring  in  the  family 
or  by  removing  into  uncrowded  conditions.  This  left  at  the  end  of  the  year  57 
families  still  to  be  dealt  with,  but  of  these,  52  families  had  been  offered  houses 
and  had  refused  to  accept  them. 

1 consider  that  this  abatement  of  overciajwding  in  279  families  out  of  a 
total  of  336  is  extremely  satisfactory,  and  1 consider  that  the  authority  have 
faced  the  problem  of  overcrowding  and  have  tackled  it  in  a very  creditable 
manner.  The  most  serious  problem  which  faces  us  now  is  to  deal  with  those 
families  who  refuse  to  move  from  overcrowded  conditicjns.  Many  factors  are 
involved  in  this  problem,  and  it  would  be  unjust  to  regard  all  these  families 
as  indifferent  to  the  disadvantages  to  health  in  living  in  overcrowded 
conditions,  but,  at  the  same  time,  the  local  authority  have  a duty  to  i)erform 
to  abate  overcrowding,  and  unless  they  have  the  co-operation  of  the  over- 
crowded families,  the  authority  will  have  to  consider  seriously  the  question 
of  using  such  legal  powers  as  they  jiossess  to  abate  the  overcrowding. 

On  opposite  page  is  a Table  showing  the  Overcrowding  position  as  it 
affects  each  Ward. 


^0 


21 


SECTION  “E.” 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

kecords  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  various  headings  of  the 
section  are  iccorded  in  the  rejiort  of  the  Senior  Sanitarv'  Inspector. 

Milk  Supply. 

Routine  inspection  was  made  of  the  farms  and  dairies  during  the  year 
and  a number  of  samples  were  examined  for  l)acterial  count.  Samples  of  milk 
were  taken  for  tubercle  bacilli  by  the  a])proi)riate  officials  of  the  North  Riding 
County  Council. 

Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

All  premises  used  for  the  ])reparation,  storage  or  sale  of  foods  were  ke])t 
under  careful  sui)ervision.  A full  resume  of  the  activities  of  the  Department 
in  this  direction  appears  later  in  the  re])ort. 

Adulteration,  etc. 

W ith  the  exception  of  milk  sam])ling',  no  further  action  was  taken  under 
the  various  Regulations  1927-1929. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food. 

IMLlk  was  the  only  food  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination.  This 
is  referred  to  under  the  heading  of  “ IMilk  Supply.”  The  examinations  were 
carried  out  at  the  North  Riding  Laboratories,  at  Scarborough. 

Nutrition. 

No  special  work  was  carried  out  on  the  subject  of  nutrition.  \’arious 
leaflets  were  distributed  at  the  various  Clinic  Centres. 

Shellfish. 

There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  within  the  district  and  no  action 
has  been  taken  under  the  I’uhlic  Health  (Shellfish)  Regulations,  1934,  or  the 
Public  Health  (Cleansing  of  Shellfish)  Act,  1932. 
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SECTION  “F” 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

As  compared  with  the  previous  year  there  was  a considerable  increase 
in  the  number  of  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  the  number  notified  being  more  than 
double  the  number  notified  in  the  previous  year.  In  its  present  phase  Scarlet 
Fever  is  a very  mild  disease,  so  mild,  in  fact,  that  it  may  easily  be  overlooked, 
and  1 am  of  the  opinion  that  this  is  probably  the  most  likely  cause  c)f  the 
spread  of  the  disease;  mild  cases  are  missed  but  they  are  infectious  and  pass 
on  the  disease  to  others.  It  will  be  (djvious  that  it  is  almost  im])ossible  to 
exercise  any  great  degree  of  control  over  such  a mild  infection. 

With  regard  to  the  other  notifiable  diseases,  1 need  only  comment  on  the 
fact  that  there  was  a considerable  increase  in  the  incidence  of  Pneumonia. 
Diphtheria  still  continues  to  be  a mild  disease  in  this  area  and  with  few  cases. 
I still  have  in  mind  the  cjuestion  of  Immunisation,  but  I am  still  of  the  opinion 
that  so  far  as  this  area  is  concerned  it  is  very  unlikely  that  an  Immunising 
-Campaign  would  meet  with  any  g'reat  success. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  the  year  1937. 

Hereafter  is  set  out  in  detail  an  analysis  of  the  notified  cases  of 
infectious  diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  in  age  groups. 


ANALYSIS  OF  THE  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (OTHER  THAN 

TUBERCULOSIS)  IN  AGE  GROUPS. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Tlie  following'  is  a table  of  ])arliculars  of  infectious  diseases  treated  at 


the  Isolation  Hospital  during 

937. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Disease 

cases 

No.  in  at 

cases 

No.  in  at 

admitted 

31/12/36 

discharged 

31/12/37 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

230 

20 

222 

28 

Diphtheria 

14 

1 

14 

1 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Pyrexia 

5* 

— 

5 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

6 

— 

6 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

1 

— 

1 

— 

IMeasles  ... 

5 

— 

a 

— 

* 2 cases  of  Puerjieral  F 

ever  were  admitted  from 

other  districts. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  WARDS. 


Ward 

Disease 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Pneumonia 

Diphtlieria 

Erysipelas 

Puerperal 
Fever  & 
Pyre.xia 

Cerebro 

Spinal 

Fever 

North  West 

30 

23 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Grange  Town 

34 

14 

3 

2 

— 

— 

Normanby 

13 

6 

4 

3 

— 

- — 

Harc(turt  ... 

16 

14 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Branch 

16 

8 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Central 

82 

24 

3 

— 

2 

— 

South  Rank 

23 

16 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Tilery 

24 

20 

■ — ' 

2 

1 

— 

Totals 

...  238 

125 

12 

14 

3 

1 

Cancer. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  Cancer  during  the  year  was  42,  which 
is  four  more  than  the  nuniber  for  1936. 

Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
or  Section  176  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 
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Tuberculosis. 

It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  as  no  person  engaged  in  the 
milk  trade  was  notihed. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  During  1937. 

IHrticulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  during  the  year  and 
of  all  deaths  from  this  disease  are  shown  in  the  following  table  in  age  groups: 


Age  Periods 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Pul 

monary 

Non- 

Pul  monary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

Under  1 year 

— 

_ 

— 



— 

— 



1 and  5 years 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

1 — 

5 and  10  years 

4 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— — 

10  and  15  years 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

15  and  20  years 

1 

4 

— 

_ 

— 

3 

— 1 

20  and  25  years 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

25  and  35  years 

5 

4 

— 

6 

2 

— — 

35  and  45  years 

4 

3 

— 

4 

2 

— — 

45  and  55  years 

5 

1 

— 

— ■ 

8 

— 

1 — 

55  and  65  years 

— 

— 

— 

. — - 

1 

— 

— — 

65  and  upwards 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— — 

Totals  ... 

22 

18 

7 

3 

20 

7 

2 1 

Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  Tuberculosis,  only  2 persons 
had  not  been  previously  notified.  The  deaths  from  this  cause  show  an 
increase  of  12  on  those  for  the  previous  year. 
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ESTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1937. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Meml)ers  of  the 
Tston  I'rhan  District  Council. 


Lach'  and  (ientlemen, 

1 herewith  submit  my  Annual  Report  dealing'  with  the  Sanitarv 
circumstances  of  your  district  during  the  year  ending  v31st  December,  1937. 
This  report  is  based  on  the  lines  indicated  in  the  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
1,650  which  deals  with  the  contents  of  Annua.l  ReiK)rts. 


general  review  of  the  work  shows  a year  of  most  satisfactory  sanitarv 
progress.  Acts  of  Parliament  and  Statutory  Rules  and  Orders  continue  to  add 
to  the  duties  but  it  is  good  to  iind  that  many  of  these  contain  clauses  long 
overdue.  It  was  a year  of  consolidation  of  sanitary  law,  factory  law  and 
proposals  to  consolidate  the  variety  of  laws  relating  to  food.  There  was 
special  activity  in  consolidating  the  work  carried  out  the  previous  vear  on 
the  overcrowding  survey  under  the  Housing  .Act. 


On  October  1st  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  became  operative,  this  toc)k 
the  place  of  the  old  1875  Act,  on  which  we  have  worked  for  so  many  years, 
together  with  the  various  Amendment  Acts  relating  to  public  health  that 
followed.  The  alterations  which  this  Act  has  made  in  the  administration  are 
too  numerous  to  detail  here*  but  your  Council  can  be  assured  that  the  Act  is 
being  carefully  studied  and  advantage  taken  where  new  sections  have 
conferred  greater  ])owers  in  the  interests  of  sanitation. 

During  the  year  the  work  in  connection  with  Air  Raid  Precautions 
continued  to  increase  and  the  measures  to  be  adopted  in  time  of  W ar  continued 
to  receive  attention.  Your  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  staff  form  the  nucleus  of 
the  Decontamination  personnel,  and  it  is  ho])ed  that  volunteers  will  continue 
to  come  forward  to  assist  in  the  organisation  of  the  decmitamination  centres. 


The  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936,  became  operative 
on  1st  May;  extracts  of  the  Act  were  prepared  and  distributed  to  the  shop- 
keepers ami  Sunday  observations  were  carried  out  to  ascertain  that  the 
provisions  of  the  Act  were  being  carried  out.  Some  shops  decided  to  close 
rather  than  have  the  inconvenience  of  the  absence  of  assistants  during  the 
week  due  to  the  compensatory  holidays  prescribed  for  Sunday  labour. 
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Thoro  was  no  oulstandino-  ohanj^'e  of  ixxlioy  in  any  of  the  various 
branches  of  the  sanitary  services  during  the  year;  generally  sjjeaking,  a 
reasonable  amount  of  the  time  available  was  devoted  to  all  sections  of  the 
work.  The  number  of  complaints  received,  excluding  rcMjuests  for  house 
rej'airs  and  drain  stoppages,  were  remarkably  small  in  number  and  reflects 
much  credit,  especially  to  those  of  ycnir  em])loyees  engaged  on  refuse  collect- 
ing and  street  cleansing'. 

■As  during  the  previous  year,  the  S])raying  of  day  schools  with  disinfect- 
ant solution  and  special  cleansing  was  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the 
caretakers  where  the  prevalence  of  contagious  ailments  among  the  children 
was  found  to  exist. 

WATER. 

During  the  year,  both  the  (juality  and  quantity  (jf  the  water  su])ply  was 
very  satisfactory  and  no  complaints  were  received.  The  water  sup])ly  to  the 
Eston  District  is  received  from  the  Tees  Valley  Water  Hoard,  who  sup])ly  the 
South  Bank  part  of  your  District  through  meter  and  charged  to  your  Council, 
who  in  turn  levy  a charge  on  the  consumers.  This  is  done  under  an  old 
agreement  with  the  Board.  The  Piston  and  Grange  Town  ])arts  of  the  district 
are  suixplied  direct  by  the  Water  Board,  who  ccdlect  their  own  fees  from  the 
consumers. 

Being  upland  surface  water,  it  is  naturally  of  a soft  nature.  The 
collecting  grounds  being  at  the  source  of  the  River  Tees  and  taken  from  the 
Rivers  Lime  and  Balder.  The  catchment  area  covers  a])])roximately  30,000 
acres,  the  impounding  reservoirs  having  a capacity  of  apixroximately  2,655 
million  gallons  and  being  situated  between  960  and  925  feet  above  ordnance 
datum. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

With  the  exception  of  extensions  to  the  existing  sewerage  system  by 
])rivate  builders  and  the  Council  extending  housing  estates,  no  alteration  was 
made  to  the  existing  sewerage  system. 

The  method  of  disposal  of  sewerage  is  by  emptying  into  the  River  Tees 
within  tidal  flow.  No  com])laints  were  received  referring  to  sewerage 
disposal. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

With  the  exception  of  isolated  farms,  recreation  grounds  and  other  such 
places  where  drainage  is  not  reasonably  jiossible,  the  whede  of  the  closet 
accommodation  in  your  area  is  on  the  water  carriage  system,  being  cemverted 
from  pail  closets  14  years  ago. 
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PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 


[here  was  no  oulslaiuling'  change  of  policy  in  public  cleansing  during 
the  year.  ^ our  t ouncil  ])urchased  a twin  road  gritting  machine  for  the  use  of 
gritting  the  roads  during  frosty  weather.  The  machine  is  intended  to  he 
hitched  on  to  the  rear  of  a lorry  from  which  it  is  fed  and  rei)laces  the  i)ractice 
of  gritting  hy  manual  labour  from  hand  barrows.  It  should  be  noted  that  the 
j^rovision  of  the  gritting"  machine  has  made  it  ])ossib,le  to  grit  much  longer 
stretches  of  roads  when  the  necessity  arises,  and  which  is  often  reejuired  late 
in  the  afternoons  and  at  short  notice.  1 he  work  is  also  more  efficientiv  carried 
out  bv  this  method. 


d he  necessity  for  purchasing  a further  motor  refuse  collecting  vehicle, 
owing  to  the  increased  collections,  was  mentioned  in  my  last  report,  and 
although  the  year  closed  without  anything  definite  being  decided,  1 <'im 
satisfied  that  this  provision  will  be  niade  during  lO.VS. 

Refuse  Collection. 

.•\  combination  of  horse  and  motor  trans[)ort  is  used.  The  horses  are- 
hired  and  the  motors  and  horse-drawn  collecting  vans  are  the  pro])erty  of  the 
Council.  Three  horses  and  two  h'ord  mcjtor  dust  vans  (specia.l  body)  have 
usually  been  sufficient  to  carry  out  a regular  system  of  removing  refuse  once 
weekly  from  hf)uses  and  twice  or  imu'e  weekly  from  shoi)s,  Init  it  was  found 
necessary  to  hire  a motor  lorry  at  holiday  times  to  ensure  that  the  whole  of 
the  refuse  was  removed  and  the  collection  time  table  adhered  to. 

The  combination  of  horse  vans  and  motors  has  proved  very  successful 
owing  to  the  scattered  nature  of  the  area.  South  Hank,  being  within  easy 
reach  of  the  ])oint  of  disposal,  is  served  by  horse  vans,  whilst  the  remainder  of 
the  district  is  dealt  with  by  the  motors.  The  hauls  from  the  collecting  grounds 
to  the  i)oint  of  disposal  vary  from  one  quarter  of  a mile  to  four  and  a quarter 
miles.  The  hiring  of  horses  has  for  many  years  proved  economical  and 
satisfactory;  the  only  other  way  in  which  economy  could  be  effected  would 
be  by  the  provision  of  nearer  points  of  dis])osal,  which  is  a difficult  matter  in 
this  district,  but  will  have  to  be  seriously  considered  in  the  near  future  owing 
to  the  ])rogress  being  made,  and  accommodation  at  the  present  ti])  becoming 
limited.  This  may  make  it  necessary  to  recotisider  the  i)rcsent  combined  horse 
and  motor  collecting  system. 

Refuse  Disposal. 

The  method  of  refuse  disposal  in  your  area  is  by  controlled  tiiiping,  all 
house  and  shoj)  refuse  is  delivered  at  the  Council’s  refuse  ti])  at  Skii)i)er’s 
Lane.  The  tip  cemsists  of  a disused  clay  ])it,  and  the  covering  of  material.'; 
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used  arc  clinker  ashes  and  slaj^'  sand,  whicli  is  a waste  product  from  tlte 
machines  I)reaking-  u])  slag  for  tar  macadam.  The  cost  of  the  fine  slag  is 
small,  hut  owing  to  the  distance  of  the  works  the  haulage  is  rather  costly. 

Skipper’s  Lane  tip  was  opened  in  1927  and  has  served  the  ])ur])ose  of  a 
cheap  and  ready  disposal  for  all  our  refuse  since  that  time. 

1 anticipate  that  by  the  end  of  two  years  the  ti])  will  he  completed  and 
some  other  site  will  need  to  he  found. 

Late  in  the  previous  year  and  in  the  early  ])art  of  the  year  under  review, 
trouble  was  exjterienced  with  water  in  the  tip  due  to  abnormal  rains,  but  since 
the  ti])  has  been  covered  over  the  whole  of  its  area  very  few  comi)laints  have 
been  received.  The  pumping  out  of  the  water  during  the  early  part  of  the 
year  was  an  ex])ensive  exjjerience  and  increased  our  costs  fcjr  dis])osal  for 
that  ])eriod. 

Street  Sweeping  and  Watering. 

■All  the  street  sweeping  continues  to  be  done  by  manual  labour.  There 
are  ai)proximately  57  miles  of  streets  within  the  District : 35  miles  are  front 
streets  and  classilied  roads,  whilst  22  miles  are  paved  back  streets.  The  length 
of  classified  (County)  roads  is  8.3  miles,  for  which  a grant  is  made  by  the 
North  Riding  County  Council.  Several  short  lengths  of  streets  were  added 
during  the  year  owing  to  |)rivate  streets  imi)rt)vements,  but  these  did  not 
materially  affect  the  mileage. 

The  average  number  of  men  emj)loyed  on  this  work  is  24,  and,  with 
slight  excei)tion,  “ bin  ” barrows  are  used  for  the  collection.  A new  ])attern 
orderly  truck  with  twin  bins  was  tried  out  during  the  year,  which  proved  very 
satisfactory,  and  the  more  extended  use  of  these  wdll  be  made  as  circumstances 
permit.  All  front  streets  are  cleansed  once  or  more  times  each  day;  about  9 
miles  of  streets  are  cleansed  three  times  each  week,  16  miles  twice  weekly,  and 
about  5 miles  once  weekly. 

Owing  to  the  present  day  condition  of  the  surface  of  streets,  very  little 
street  watering  is  necessary  except  in  windy  weather.  In  the  summer  time 
the  channels  at  the  side  of  the  streets  are  sinxiyed,  usually  in  the  early 
morning,  to  keej)  down  the  dust.  The  expenditure  on  this  service  is  mainly 
for  hired  team  labour  and  water. 

Cully  Cleaning. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  gullies  cleansed  was  25,673.  .All  the 
street  and  road  gullies  are  cleansed  at  intervals  of  a])i)roximately  three 
weeks.  Hired  team  labour  is  employed  on  the  work,  which  linds  em])lo}-ment 
for  two  horse-drawn  tumbler  carts  and  four  men. 
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Sewer  Flushing. 

This  in'ij)()rtant  brancli  ol  the  work  receives  careful  attention  ami  is 
carried  out  at  regular  intervals  in  a manner  somewhat  similar  to  gully 
cleansing. 


Since  the  water  carriage  system  was  com])leted  there  is  more  water 
flowing  in  the  sewers,  hut  owing"  to  foreign  bodies  finding  their  wav  through 
water  closets  the  danger  of  stojipages  is  increased.  There  was  no  sewer 
stoppage  worthy  of  mention  during  the  year;  this  was  mainly  due  to  the 
constant  attention  given  to  the  regular  jieriodical  flushing  of  the  sewers. 


Snow  Removal. 

There  was  very  little  snowfall  of  any  consecpience  during  the  vear.  In 
this,  the  District  has  been  fortunate  for  several  years.  The  greatest  trouble  in 
the  winter  months  was  frost  on  the  roads,  which  made  gritting  necessarv  for 
safe  travelling. 

The  mechanical  gritting  machine  was  delivered  early  in  Xovemher  and 
this  proved  a great  hel])  in  gritting  much  longer  stretches  of  road,  especiallv 
in  the  outlying  ])arts  of  the  District. 

Costing. 

The  costing  of  the  various  branches  of  the  cleansing  service  received 
close  and  constant  attention.  The  Ministry  of  Health  requests  all  local 
authorities  with  populations  of  20,000  and  over  to  submit  details  of  their 
Annual  Costs  of  Refuse  Collection,  Disposal,  Street  Sw’eeping  and  W ater,  and 
Snow  Removal.  For  this  purpose  the  year  ends  on  v31st  iMarch,  and  in  this 
respect  differs  from  the  main  body  of  this  report. 

In  view  of  the  expenditure  for  England  and  W ales  being  approximately 
twelve  million  pounds  per  annum  for  these  services,  it  will  he  readily 
appreciated  that  careful  and  comparative  costing  is  very  necessary. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  last  Annual  Cleansing  Costs 
return  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Refuse  Collection: — 

Total  number  of  loads  collected 

Total  estimated  tonnage  collected  

W eight  of  refuse  per  1,000  population  per  day 

Net  cost  per  ton  collected 

Net  cost  per  1,000  population 

Net  cost  per  1,000  houses  or  premises 


7,986 

7,474 

13.5 

7/3d. 

£89.5 

£321.1 
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Refuse  Disposal: — 

Net  cost  i)er  ton  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2/0. 5d. 

Net  cost  ])er  1,000  poi)ulation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £25.1 

Net  C(.)st  per  1,0(K)  i)remises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £92.8 


Street  Sweeping  and  Gully  Cleaning: — 

Total  square  yards  surface  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  110,874,000 


Net  cost  per  10,000  square  yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  6/4d. 

Net  cost  per  1,000  gullies  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  £11 

Net  cost  ])er  1,000  ])0])ulation  : — 

Swee])ing- £115.6 

Gully  cleaning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £<^l 


Snow  Removal. 

Net  cost  of  snow  removal  for  the  year  ...  ...  ...  £30 

All  Cleansing  Costs  showed  an  advance  on  those  for  the  preceding 
year.  Under  the  heading  of  collection,  this  was  caused  by  the  increase  in 
wages  and  higher  price  paid  for  horse  haulage.  Disposal  costs  increased 
owing  to  the  increased  amount  of  covering  material  used,  and  the  exjjense  of 
pumping-  water  from  the  tip.  The  increase  in  the  cost  (jf  swee]iing  was 
entirely  due  to  the  increase  irf  wages. 

The  following  is  the  average  costs  of  the  ]u-incipal  items  taken  from 
the  latest  available  Ministry  of  Health’s  “ Costing  Returns  ” for  120  Urban 


Districts. 

Average  C(.)st  of  Collection  per  ton  ...  ...  ...  ...  7/9d. 

Average  cost  of  Disposal  per  ton  ...  ...  ...  ...  2/ 2d. 

-A^verage  cost  per  1,000  premises.  Collection  and  Disposal  £547 

Average  cost  Collection  per  1,000  jiopulation  ...  ...  £118 

Average  cost  Disjxjsal  per  1,000  po])ulation  ...  ...  £.33 


SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

'General  Sanitary  Work. 

The  following  is  a tabulated  statement  of  the  number  and  nature  of 
inspections  made  during  the  year  under  the  various  Acts,  Orders  and  Byelaws 
in  force  within  the  Urban  Area. 
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Inspections 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  under  Inspection  of  District 

Regulations  and  1 lousing  Acts  

Dwelling  houses  (re-ins])ection)  under  above 

l^welling  houses  (work  in  jirogress)  under  above 

Dwelling  houses  under  Public  Health  Act,  etc 

Dwelling  houses  (re-inspection)  under  above  ... 

Dwelling  houses  (work  in  progress)  under  above  

Interviews  with  builders,  owners  and  others  ... 

Complaints  investigated  

Inspections  of— Bakehouses  

Common  lodging  houses 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  

Slaughter  Houses 
Markets  and  b'ood  Stores 
Workshops  an<l  Work])laces 
Schools 

Fish  and  Fried  Fish  .Shojis 
C'ourts  and  Common  Yards 

Conveniences  (Public) 

Rat  infested  Premises  ... 

Infectious  Disease 

Infectious  Disease  (Attendance  Officer) 

Fumigations 

Drain  Examinations 

Under  Food  and  Drugs  Act 

Under  Petroleum  Acts  ... 

Scavenging  and  Cleansing 
Overcrowding  (Housing  Act)  ... 

Sho])s  (1912  to  1936  Acts) 

Miscellaneous  visits  not  enumerated  above  ... 


Visits 


237 

491 

1,099 

1,150 

771 

177 

1,672 

393 

12 

30 

59 

1,388 

97 
45 
36 
20 

106 

16 

26 

371 

219 

374 

414 

98 
25 

203 

6,878 

239 

162 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  NOTICES  SERVED. 

The  various  works,  which  were  comj)leted  under  notices  served  or  after 
intimation  had  been  given  to  the  owners  or  occiqjiers,  are  set  out  below  : — 


Number  of — 

Chimneys  and  roofs  re])aired  ...  ...  ...  ...  a78 

Spoutings  and  rainwater  ])ii)es  renewed  ...  ...  ...  471 

Walls  repaired  or  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  a52 

I'loors  relaid  or  rei)aired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  943 

Ceilings  and  plasters  repaired  598 
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W indow  frames  and  sash  cords  repaired  ...  ...  314 

h^ireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Doors  ami  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

Staircases  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Sink  and  waste  ])ii)es  rei)aired  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Sct-])ots  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

Douse  water  su])i)lies  rei)aired  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

^’ard  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  123 

Refuse  bins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  621 

Pantries  ])rovided  or  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  33 

Coalhouses  ])rovided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Painting- to  i)remises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Old  walls  fdled  in  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

House  Drainage. 

Number  of — 

Drains  tested,  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  127 

New  gullies,  traps  or  grids  provided  ...  ...  ...  152 

Soil  and  vent  pipes  provided  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  1 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  70 

Stoppag-es  in  drains  removed  by  Council  without  notices 

being  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  609 

Water  Closets. 

Number  of — 

Water  supplies  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Closet  basins  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Seats  and  Hush  pipes  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Stoppages  in  drains  removed  by  owners  ...  ...  ...  25 

Stoppages  in  water  closet  drains  removed  by  Council 

without  notices  being  served  ...  ...  ...  123 

New  closets  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Workshops. 

Number  of — 

Notices  received  from  PPM.  Inspector  ...  ...  ...  6 

Rooms  cleansed  after  intimation  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Notices  served  on  owners  or  occupiers  ...  ...  ...  6 

Water  closets  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  3 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

Number  of — 

Rooms  ius])cclc(l  for  cleatiliiiess  aiul  vermin  ...  ...  256 


HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  PROGRESS. 

I wenty-four  Statutory  notices  were  served  under  the  Ilcnising  .Act, 
1936,  and  96  informal  housing'  notices  were  served  in  resj)ect  of  liouses  where 
extensive  repairs  were  necessarv. 

174  houses  for  wliich  informal  housing  notices  had  been  served  were 
thorouglily  repaired. 

The  work  ot  measuring'  houses  and  the  prei)aration  and  delivery  of 
Permitted  Number  C ertilicates  ” under  the  I lousing  .\ct,  1936,  Section  62 
(2),  was  well  advanced  at  the  ch)se  of  the  year.  Two  men  were  continuouslv 
employed  on  this  and  housing  inquiry  wor1<  throughout  the  vear,  and  7,557 
houses  were  dealt  with. 

Owing  to  the  progress  made  in  the  building'  (jf  houses  to  abate  over- 
crowding and  to  re-house  persons  from  houses  to  be  demolished,  we  were 
faced  by  numbers  of  applicants  for  houses  daily.  The  numbers  increased  to 
such  an  e.xtent  that  two  half  days  per  week  were  devoted  to  interviews  alone, 
but  as  it  was  not  sufficient  to  deal  with  the  apiilicants,  all  interviews  were 
stojiped  and  applications  were  reciuestcd  to  be  made  liy  letter.  This  arrange- 
ment brought  in  a dozen  or  more  letters  each  day,  and  the  number  increased 
to  over  300  applications  exclusive  of  repeat  letters.  Alany  of  the  ai)])licants 
were  not  overcrowded  according  to  the  blousing  Standard,  but  enclosed 
medical  certificates  hojiing  to  secure  a house  owing  to  health  reasons.  These 
letters  were  still  causing  a great  amount  of  time  to  be  spent  in  ])re])aring 
answers  and  enciuiring  into  the  circumstances  when  the  year  closed. 

Complaints. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  and  attended  to  during  the  year  was 
393.  I’.y  far  the  largest  number  of  these  were  respecting  stoiipages  in  yard 
and  water  closet  drains.  Each  year  there  is  a large  number  of  these  conqilaints, 
and  we  encourage  householders  to  reiiort  such  stopjiages  as  soon  as  iiossible, 
as  it  has  been  the  custom  for  some  years  to  send  a man  to  try  to  remove  these 
stoppages  bv  plunging  before  any  notice  is  served  or  the  matter  is  taken  u]) 
with  the  owner.  This  arrangement  has  proved  very  satisfactory  for  quite  a 
number  of  years  and  has  proved  to  be  the  quickest  and  most  economical  way 


36 


of  geUinj^'  rill  of  a most  inconvenient  and  objectionable  nuisance.  It  may  be 
of  interest  to  note  that  during-  the  year,  out  of  794  house  and  water  closet 
drains  reported  sto])])ed,  732,  or  92.2^7,  were  cleansed  by  i)lunging-  and  without 
the  drains  having-  to  be  ex])osed  for  ins])ection  or  broken  int(j. 

1 he  following-  is  a list  of  comi)laints  received  and  attended  to  during 


the  year : — 

3411-11  and  water  closet  drains  defected  and  stoi)])ed  794 

Rats  and  vermin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Overcrowding  (excluding  applications  for  houses)  64 

Defective  water  closet  apparatus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Re])airs  to  houses  required  ...  .,.  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

Defective  sinks,  water  supplies  and  waste  pipes  44 

Defective  refuse  bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Removal  of  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Others  not  classified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 


SHOPS. 

The  (mtstanding  feature  of  this  branch  of  the  work  was  the  con-iing  into 
force  of  the  Shops  (Sunday  Trading  Restriction)  Act,  1936,  which  became 
operative  on  1st  May.  This  Act,  like  all  the  other  Shops  Acts,  contained  a long 
schedule  of  exempted  goods,  some  of  which  were  only  to  be  exempted  until 
1st  February,  1938. 

The  most  important  effect  of  the  Act  is  the  provision  of  compensatory 
holidays  during  the  week  for  persons  employed  on  Sundays  about  the  business 
of  shops  which  are  permitted  to  open.  An  extract  of  the  provisions  of  the  Act 
was  i)repared  and  left  at  the  shops  which  usually  open  on  Sundays,  whilst 
Sunday  tours  of  the  shops  were  also  made  to  make  sure  that  all  the  shop- 
keepers concerned  were  properly  inforn-ied  as  to  what  was  required. 

239  visits  to  shops  were  recorded  during  the  year.  Generally  at  least 
two  nights  each  week,  and  on  Wednesdays  particularly  between  the  hours  of 
one  and  two  ]).m.  observations  are  n-iade  on  sho])s  in  various  parts  of  the 
District.  On  Friday  and  Saturday  nights  late  observation  tours  are  made  to 
see  that  the  ])rovisions  of  the  Sho])s  .Act  (Hours  of  Closing),  1928,  are  being 
observed. 

Informal  action  was  responsible  for  securing  improvements  at  many 
shops  in  the  way  of  washing  facilities,  sanitary  accommodation  and  provision 
for  the  taking  of  meals.  This  has  proved  much  more  effective  than  the  service 
• of  notices  and  good  progress  has  been  made. 
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During  ihe  year  your  Council  gave  instructions  for  me  to  take 
pioceeclings  where  l)reaches  of  the  Shops  .Acts  were  discovered,  and  legal 
proceedings  were  pending  arising  out  of  breaches  of  the  1928,  the  1934  and 
Sunday  (Trading  Restriction)  Sho])s  .Acts  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


Milk  Supply. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops: 

The  number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  153.  The  number  of  wholesalers  and  producers  in  the  District  is  37. 
The  number  of  cowsheds  is  15.  The  number  of  dairy  cows  ke])t  bv  ])roducers 
within  the  District  is  approximately  163. 

During  the  year  59  visits  were  made  to  cowsheds  and  purveyors’ 
premises  and  a further  98  casual  visits  were  made,  usually  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  milk  samples. 

There  was  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  vendors  selling  sterilised 
milk  in  sealed  bottles;  almost  all  the  small  general  stores  now  sell  this  milk, 
which  is  not  prepared  in  the  District  but  is  delivered  in  sealed  half  and  one  pint 
bottles  by  motor  twice  or  three  times  each  week.  As  in  previous  years, 
careful  attention  was  paid  to  persons  retailing  small  cpiantities  of  milk  from 
mi.xed  stores.  In  all  such  cases,  covered  porcelain  bowls  are  insisted  on,  whilst 
root  crops,  fire  lighters,  etc.,  are,  as  far  as  possible,  kept  out  of  the  shop. 

.All  the  cowsheds  in  the  area  are  now  brick  buildings  and  are  in  a 
reasonably  up-to-date  condition.  Special  attention  is  given  to  the  cowsheds, 
about  the  times  when  the  cattle  are  turned  out  for  the  summer,  and  again 
before  they  are  brought  in  for  the  winter,  to  see  that  they  are  thoroughly 
cleansed  and  limewashed. 

There  are  no  ])remises  in  the  District  licensed  under  the  Milk  (S])ecial 
Designations)  Order,  1936.  Two  dairies  having  ])remises  outside  the  district 
hold  sup])lementary  licences  to  sell  “ ])asteurised  ” milk  in  the  Kston  Urban 
Area. 


No  ccnnidaints  were  received  from  the  North  Riding  County  Council 
referring  to  dirty  cows  during  the  year  although  their  Veterinary  lnsi)ector 
made  periodical  visits  to  the  farms. 
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Milk  Sampling. 

98  sani])Ics  of  new  milk  were  taken  for  analysis;  of  these,  33  were 
tested  for  Ik  C'oli  and  bacterial  count  and  the  remainder  ^\■ere  examined  for 
fat  content,  aildetl  water  and  dirt  content. 


The  33  sam[des  referred  to  were  examined  at  the  North  Riding 
Laboratory  at  Sca.rboroug'h  and  showed  11  samples  to  contain  coliform 
bacillus.  In  each  of  these  cases  further  samples  were  taken  and  the  co-op- 
eration of  the  producers  sought.  In  7 of  the  11  cases  the  milk  was  produced 
outside  the  district  and  both  the  producers  and  the  a])j)ropriate  officers  of  the 
local  authority  concerned  were  notilied. 

.All  the  33  sam])les  were  e.xamined  for  bacterial  count,  the  lowest  cimnt 
recorded  for  ordinary  new  morning  milk  delivered  direct  from  the  farm  and 
samjded  in  the  street  was  14,100  and  \vas  taken  from  the  ])roducer’s  su])ply 
where  trouble  had  been  experienced  with  the  Ik  Coli.  The  highest  })acterial 
count  recorded  was  123,900  and  the  average  for  all  samples  was  58,601,  which 
may  be  considered  reasonal)ly  satisfactory. 


Of  the  65  sam])les  of  new  milk  tested  for  fat  content,  etc.,  none  were 
found  to  fall  below  the  standard  set  up  in  the  Milk  Regulations,  1901  (3  per 
cent),  whilst  the  average  fat  content  for  all  the  samples  taken  was  3.7  per  cent, 
which  is  very  satisfactory. 
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All  these  samples  were  taken  informally  and  tested  in  the  Dejiartment. 
The  milk  was  passed  through  cotton  wool  filter  pads  to  ascertain  the  dirt 
content,  and  where  this  appeared  excessive,  the  matter  was  taken  up  with 
the  vendors. 
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MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 


I he  inspection  of  meat  and  other  foods  received  close  attention  duriiii^ 
the  year.  This  will  l)e  ai)preciated  hy  the  numl)er  of  inspections  m.ade  for  the 
purpose.  1674  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses,  bakehouses,  fish  shops, 
markets  and  other  shoi^s,  to  inspect  the  various  foods  either  in  ])rei)aration, 
being  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale. 


1.^3v3  visits  were  made  to  slaughterhouses  whilst  slaughtering  was  in 
progress  or  immediately  afterwards,  to  inspect  the  carcases  and  internal 
organs  before  removal  from  the  premises  so  that  the  examinations  may  be 
complete.  This  is  very  desirable  in  case  any  incisions  have  to  be  made  as  it 
causes  much  less  mutilation  if  this  is  done  before  rigor  mortis  sets  in. 
During  the  Summer  months  much  of  the  slaughtering  is  delayed  until  the 
evening  in  order  to  assist  the  setting  of  the  carcases.  This,  of  course,  entails 
evening  ins]iections  during  the  hot  weather. 


The  driving  of  cattle  from  the  markets  has  mnv  almost  ceased,  most 
cattle,  sheei)  and  pigs  are  brought  to  the  slaughterhouses  in  motor  vans 
which  is  more  humane  and  mt)re  profitable  to  the  butcher  as  the  meat  both 
sets  and  keeps  better  when  the  animals  are  killed  whilst  in  a quiet  and  rested 
condition. 


The  total  number  of  animals’  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
4490,  viz  : — 


Cattle 

(excluding  cows).  Cows.  Calves. 

Number  killed  ...  814  25  51 

\\'hole  carcases  con- 
demned for  Tuber- 
culosis ...  ...  2 — 


Sheep 

and  Lambs. 
2165 


1 


Pigs. 

1435 


4 


The  total  number  of  animals’  carcases  inspected  shows  a slight  decrease 
on  those  of  the  previous  year. 


38  persons  other  than  butchers  killed  and  sold  privately  60  pigs,  most 
of  these  were  killed  on  small-holdings  and  allotments  and  were  sold  from 
private  houses.  The  rearing,  killing  and  selling  of  pigs  in  small  joints  to 
neighliours  and  friends  is  gradually  dying  out  and  this  year  shows  a fuithei 
reduction  on  the  previous  year  of  the  number  of  pigs  dealt  with  m this  way. 
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Bakehouses. 

12  \isits  were  made  to  I)akeh()uses  to  ins])ect  for  cleanliness,  not  onlv 
as  reg'ards  liinewasliinj^-  and  cleansin^'  hut  also  to  see  that  the  utensils  were 
pro])erly  cared  for  and  that  the  ingredients  were  wdiolesome.  I am  pleased  to 
record  that  a high  standard  of  cleanliness  and  baking  exists  in  the  bakehouses 
in  the  l)istrict  and  in  consequence  it  was  not  found  necessary  to  serve  anv 
notices  on  the  occu])iers  of  these  premises  during  the  year;  any  suggestion  or 
intimation  to  the  occu])iers  was  sufficient  to  have  the  desired  effect. 

Fish  Shops. 

20  visits  were  made  to  wet  and  fried  lish  shops  to  inspect  the  jjremises 
and  food  stored  or  in  prei)aration  for  sale.  All  the  fish  for  frying  and  almost 
all  that  for  sale  uncooked  noev  arrives  gutted  and  without  heads  owing  to  the 
establishment  of  fish  offal  jilants  at  the  ])orts.  Most  of  the  fish  sold  in  the  area 
is  consigned  from  West  llartlejiool  and  is  delivered  by  motim,  and  as  the 
journey  takes  less  than  an  hour,  the  lish  is  received  in  a firm  and  fresh 
condition  each  day. 

Markets  and  Shops. 

97  visits  were  made  to  markets  and  sliops  to  inspect  the  various  foods 
being  prepared,  stored  or  exjiosed  for  sale. 

The  South  Tank  street  market,  held  on  Fridays,  is  the  only  market  held 
in  the  District,  and  the  jiroduce  is  always  inspected  at  least  once  in  the  course 
of  the  market  hours.  The  greatest  trouble  is  exjierienced  during  the  soft  fruit 
season,  and  although  238  lbs.  of  fruit  and  vegetables  were  surrendered  on  the 
market  and  destroyed,  this  does  not  rei)resent  the  amount  (^f  unsound  fruit 
brought  to  the  market  for  sale.  Owing  to  the  market  being  held  on  a Friday, 
many  of  the  fruit  warehouses  outside  the  district  find  that  they  have  stocks 
of  fruit  which  will  not  keep  over  the  week-end,  and  employ  men  to  bring  it 
to  the  market  to  sell  for  what  they  can  get  for  it.  When  such  fruit  is  found 
to  be  unsound,  the  salesmen  are  allowed  the  preference  of  taking  it  back  or 
surrendering  it,  and  as  they  must  give  an  account  of  its  disposal  on  their 
return,  they  usually  ])refer  to  take  it  back  to  the  warehouse. 

During  the  year,  periodical  visits  were  made  to  the  fruit  shops  and 
grocers,  the  former  to  ensure  the  sorting  and  disposal  of  the  unsound  fruit, 
and  the  latter  to  inspect,  among  other  things,  tinned  goods,  bacon,  etc. 

The  total  amount  of  meat  and  food  which  on  examination  was  found 
to  be  diseased,  unsound,  unmarketable  or  unfit  for  the  food  of  man,  and  which 
was  voluntarily  surrendered  and  destroyed  under  supervision,  is  set  out  iu 
detail  beloAv : — 
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Food  Surrendered  and  Destroyed. 


Ap])rox. 
)S.  weight 


11 

English  Meat; 


l’>cef ; 


2 whole  carcases  and  internal  organs 

...  1154 

Heads,  Livers,  Lungs  and  Stomachs 

442 

Mutton  : 

1 whole  carcase 

50 

Pork: 

4 whole  carcases  and  internal  organs 

349 

Heads,  Livers,  Lungs  and  Stomachs 

105 

Miscellaneous: 

1 tin  im])orted  Laml)’s  Liver 

10 

9 cases  Clranges 

112 

3 cases  Onions  ... 

126 

Total  ...  2348  ll>s. 


I he  total  approximate  weight  of  food  surrendered  was  1 ton  7 stones 
10  pounds,  which  is  slightly  less  than  the  weight  of  that  in  the  ])revious  year. 
The  amount  of  food  surrendered  is  very  small  ff)r  an  Urban  .Area  of  (.)ur 
population,  and  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  regular  system  of  inspection  and  the 
co-oi)eration  of  the  traders. 

The  disposal  of  unsound  food  was  satisfactorily  continued  as  in  the 
previous  year.  Heef  carcases  are  sent  to  a waste  utilisation  plant  in  an 
adjoining  area,  whilst  the  smaller  carcases  of  sheep  and  pigs,  together  with 
joints  of  meat,  offals,  fruit,  etc.,  are  destroyed  in  the  furnaces  of  the  South 
Tank  Gas  Company,  to  whom  we  owe  thanks  for  their  generosity  in  allowing 
us  to  dispose  of  this  material  in  such  a handy  and  economical  manner. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1925. 

The  year  under  review  was  the  twelfth  complete  annual  record  of  the 
working  of  these  imi)ortant  Regulations. 

Under  these  Regulations,  ])ersons  are  required  to  give  notice  of  the 
intended  slaughter  of  any  animal  for  sale  for  food  unless  regular  times  and 
days  have  been  notified.  During  the  year  119  notifications  of  the  slaughter 
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of  276  animals  were  received  and  in  every  case  the  carcases  were  examined. 
The  mimher  of  notifications  of  slaughter  has  gradually  declined  during  the 
[last  two  or  three  years  owing  to  the  regular  routine  insjiection  of  slaughtering 
hy  butchers  and  the  decrease  in  the  numher  of  ])rivate  jiersons  killing 
animals,  mostly  ])igs,  privately. 

I’revious  to  these  Regulations  coming  into  force,  there  was  neither 
record  nor  insjiection  of  most  of  these  slaughters,  and  consequently  no  safe- 
guard to  the  consumers.  There  was  no  breach  of  the  Regulations  of  sufficient 
imi)ortance  to  report  to  your  Council  during  the  year ; the  i)ersons  affected 
-are  now  aware  ()f  the  requirements  and  very  little  trouble  is  experienced. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933. 

This  Act,  which  came  into  operation  in  January,  1934,  was  made  for  the 
prevention  of  cruelty  to  animals  in  slaughterhouses.  It  requires  the  licensing 
of  slaughter-men  and  prohibits  any  person  under  18  years  of  age  from 
slaughtering  animals.  33  persons  are  registered  within  the  District  for  this 
])urp()se.  The  use  of  a mechanically  operated  instrument  is  now  necessary  for 
the  stunning  of  all  animals  in  slaughterhouses.  Previous  to  1935,  sheep  were 
excluded  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act,  but  during  that  year  the  necessary 
resolution  to  include  sheep  was  passed  after  an  application  for  this  had  been 
received  from  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals,  and  after 
demonstrations  in  slaughterhouses  had  been  carried  out  by  their  lns])ectors. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  Act  does  not  include  the  slaughter  of  all 
animals,  whether  in  slaughterhouses  or  not,  as  it  is  still  possible  for  a jierson 
to  slaughter  an  animal  on  an  allotment  or  small-hcjlding  by  using  the  now 
fliscarded  pole-axe. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 


The  following  statement  shows  the  number  of  slaughterhouses  in  the 
District  :■ — 


District 
South  Rank 
Grange  Town 
Eston 
Normanby 


Slaughterhouses 
Licensed  Xot  Licensed 
2 2 


3 

3 

1 


9 2 
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All  slaughterhouses  are  regularly  visited,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  number 
of  inspections  made  in  connection  with  meat  inspection,  (lenerally  si)eaking, 
these  ])laces  are  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  kept  reasonably  clean 
by  a liberal  number  of  limewashings.  Any  verbal  intimation  (jf  any  matter 
needing  attention  was  rectilied  without  delay. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Oftensive  trades,  as  enumerated  in  the  Public  Health  Acts  and 
specifically  mentioned  in  the  Pye-Laws  which  were  alhnved  by  the  ^Minister 
of  Health  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1932,  are  negligible  in  the  Urban  Area. 
Several  of  the  butchers  clean  the  “ guts  ” of  the  animals  they  kill  for  their 
own  use,  but  there  is  m^  labour  solely  employed  in  connecticjn  with  offensive 
trades  in  the  Area. 


ADULTERATION  OF  FOODS. 

Throughout  the  year  I had  very  little  reason  f(jr  sus])ecting  the 
adulteration  of  any  foods.  ]\ly  attention  was  drawn  to  cases  of  ])ersons 
having  bought  stale  or  sour  cooked-meats,  bacon  and  tinned  goods.  In  each 
case  the  vendors’  })remises  were  visited  and  an  examination  of  the  stocks 
made,  whilst  the  purchasers,  in  every  case,  received  satisfaction. 

With  the  exception  of  milk  no  samples  were  taken  under  the  .Artiticial 
Cream  Act  or  the  Dried  Milk  or  Preservatives  Regulations. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  PREVENTION. 


.Ml  cases  enumerated  in  the  report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
were  visited  as  early  as  ])ossible  after  notification,  and  full  enquiries  were 
made  with  a view  to  tracing  the  source  of  infection.  The  fumigation  of  the 
premises,  together  with  such  bedding  and  clothing  as  was  necessary,  was 
carried  out  as  speedily  as  ])ossible ; for  this  work  745  visits  were  made. 


The 

the  year : — 


following  is  an 

analysis 

of  the  ])remises 

Houses 

Rooms 

Cause 

5 

7 

Erysi])elas. 

226 

914 

Scarlet  Fever 

15 

43 

Diphtheria. 

51 

144 

T uberculosis. 

50 

282 

Other  causes. 

347 

1390 

disinfected 


during 
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In  addition  to  tlie  above,  all  the  day  schools  in  the  district  were 
fumigated  before  being  cleansed  and  painted  during  the  summer  hcjlidays.  The 
cost  of  this  work  was  defrayed  by  the  North  Riding  County  Ctnmcil. 

The  ])ractice  of  S[)raying  walls,  desks,  seats,  flocjrs,  etc.,  and  the  washing 
down  with  disinfectant  solution  at  the  day  sclnads  when  the  attendance  is 
affected  owing  to  outbreaks  of  infectious  or  contagious  disease  was  continued 
during  the  year. 

131  lots  of  old  or  verminous  bedding  were  removed  and  destroyed  at  the 
recpiests  of  the  owners.  166  rooms  were  s])rayed  by  tenants,  imxstly  for 
verminous  conditions,  and  7520  bottles  of  disinfectant  were  issued  from  the 
office  of  the  de])artment. 

Any  request  to  remove  or  destroy  bedding  or  (jther  goods  must  be 
accompanied  by  a card  intimating  that  ncj  a])])lication  will  be  made  for 
com])ensation  of  any  kind.  Where  tenants  repijrt  that  there  is  vermin  on 
the  ])remises,  spraymrs  and  insecticides  are  provided  free,  and  instructions 
are  given  for  their  use.  It  is  also  the  practice  to  visit  the  premises  to  make 
an  inspection  and  give  any  further  advice,  but  if  the  ])remises  are  found  to 
be  badly'  infested,  it  is  usual  to  make  a charge  and  have  the  fumigation  done 
by  a member  of  the  staff. 

The  question  of  prevention  and  disinfestation  of  houses  where  there 
is  vermin,  and  more  particularly  bed  bugs,  continues  to  cause  a great  deal  of 
anxiety.  Once  a house  becomes  seriously  infested,  it  is  most  difficult  t(j  get 
it  clear,  and  unless  the  tenant  co-operates  in  the  attem])t  by  thorough  cleaning 
and  continual  watching  for  their  re-appearance,  the  task  is  almost  hopeless. 
Many  insecticides  and  fumigants  are  now  on  the  market  for  the  purpose,  but 
owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  to  the  hiding  ]3laces,  several  api)lications 
of  fumigants  or  sprayed  insecticides  are  necessary;  this  entails  both  time, 
labour  and  expense  before  the  premises  can  be  cleared  of  the  vermin. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

During  the  year  30  visits  were  made  to  the  one  remaining  common 
lodging  house  in  the  District  to  see  that  the  Rye-Laws  were  being  observed. 
The  premises  are  well  conducted  and  the  cleansing  cR'  the  doors  and  bedding, 
the  ventilation  and  limewashing  all  receive  continual  attention. 

There  was  no  comi)laint  to  make  during  the  year  res]jecting  the  conduct 
or  cleanliness  of  the  lodging  house. 

The  accommodation  has  always  been  in  excess  of  requirements;  there 
are  6 rooms  containing  46  beds,  the  average  number  of  lodgers  being  33. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

I-roin  ])arliciihirs  set  (Uil  in  the  1 tome  OFfice  Table  No.  572  it  will  be 
seen  that  notices  served  for  defects  were  not  numerous,  which  is  due  to 
regular  inspection,  lly  drawing'  the  attention  of  occupiers  to  limewashing 
being  overdue,  no  difficulty  was  exi)erienced  in  getting  the  work  done  without 
the  serving  of  notices. 

67  visits  were  made  to  ins])ect  bakehouses,  factories,  workshops  and 
workplaces.  12  s])ccial  visits  were  made  to  bakehouses  at  stated  i)eriods  to 
see  that  limewashing  and  cleansing  had  been  carried  out. 

The  number  of  workshojis.  etc.,  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year: — 


1 )escri])tion  Number 

1 lakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Joiners,  Cabinet  Makers,  blacksmiths  and  I’pholsterers  ...  12 

Cycle  and  INlotor  Engineers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

1 ’lumbers  and  Painters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

P.oot  Repairers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Tailors  and  INIillincrs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

P'irewood  Chop])ing  and  bundling  ...  ...  ...  ... 

.Vll  others  not  mentioned  above  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


no 


There  are  no  “ outworkers  ” as  defined  by  the  Factory  and  Workshops 
Act  in  the  area. 


PETROLEUM  STORAGE. 

The  storage  of  Petroleum  Spirit  and  Carbide  of  Calcium  had  constant 
attention  during  the  year,  most  of  the  visits  being  of  an  informal  natuie. 
On  25  visits  a thorough  inspection  of  the  storage  tanks,  ventilating  pipes  and 
other  apparatus  was  made. 


There  are  34  i)remises  on  which  petroleum  spirit  or  carbide  of  calcium 
are  stored.  The  number  of  licences  in  operation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
27  for  petroleum  spirit  and  / for  carbide  of  calcium. 


The  total  iietroleum  storage  accommodation  in  the  district  for  which 
licences  are  held  amounts  to  3,464,140  gallons,  and  the  licensed  quantity  of 
carbide  of  calcium  is  10,346  lbs.  The  total  income  from  these  licences  was 
£30  15s.  Od.,  viz  ; petroleum  £28  15s.  Od.,  and  carbide  of  calcium  £2  Os.  Od. 
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RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION. 


11  visits  were  made  in  ooiineclion  with  rat  infestati(jn. 

The  su])i)ressi()n  of  rats  and  mice  under  the  Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction) 
Act,  1919,  had  my  attention  whenever  any  ])remises  came  to  my  m^tice  which 
were  alleged  to  he  infested.  In  many  cases  drainage  and  building  defects  were 
the  cause  of  infestation,  and  repairs  were  f(jund  to  be  effectual. 

Redsquill,  rat  lime,  biscuits  and  ])hos])h()rous  paste  were  the  ])ois(jns 
found  to  be  most  effectual.  Any  comi)laint  received  is  attended  to  at  once,  and 
advice  on  the  use  of  poisons,  etc.,  is  given.  In  most  cases  the  premises  are 
revisited  to  ascertain  the  results  of  any  measures  taken. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936  (Section  154). 

The  above  section  of  the  Act  named  replaces  Section  73  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  192.y  and  refers  to  restrictions  on  sales,  etc.,  by  i)ersons  collecting, 
or  dealing  in,  old  clothes  or  similar  articles.- 

Section  73  (now  repealed)  prohibited  the  distribution  of  any  article  of 
food  or  any  balloon  or  other  toy  from  any  cart,  barrow  (jr  other  vehicle  used 
for  the  collection  of  rags,  bones,  etc. 

Section  154,  quoted  above,  prohibits  any  ])erson,  either  from  a shop 
or  other  premises,  or  while  engaged  in  collecting  any  such  articles,  sell  or 
deliver,  whether  gratuitously  or  not,  any  article  of  food  or  drink  to  any 
person,  or  any  article  whatsoever  to  a person  under  the  age  of  14  years.  .-\ny 
qierson  who  contravenes  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  section  shall  be  liable 
to  a line  not  exceeding  five  ])ounds. 

During  the  year  two  persons  were  [)roceeded  against  under  Section  73 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  distributing  toys  from  a handcart  in  Eston, 
in  exchange  for  rags.  The  case  was  heard  at  the  South  Rank  Police  Court 
and  the  defendants  were  ordered  to  ])ay  the  costs. 


CONCLUSION. 

From  the  foregoing  report  it  will  be  seen  that  the  various  branches  of 
your  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Department  continue  to  receive  close  attention ; 
increasing  demands  for  statistics,  costs,  returns,  etc.,  together  with  the 
-enormous  amount  of  recording  under  the  overcrowding  jjrovisions  of  the 
Housing  Acts  and  specificati(jn  work  in  connection  with  the  official  re[)resent- 
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ations  for  the  repair  or  defects  of  proposed  demolitions,  have  greatly  increased 
administration  work,  whilst  the  sui)ervision  of  extensive  re])airs  and 
reconditioning  of  houses  takes  a great  deal  of  time  in  inspecting  and  arranging 
the  work  whilst  new  houses  and  streets  have  increased  the  cleansing  work 
considerahly. 

1 would  avail  myself  of  this  opj)ortunity  of  expressing  my  indebtedness 
to  the  Chairman  of  the  Council,  the  Chairman  of  the  Public  Health  Committee, 
and  the  officials  and  staff  of  the  Council  for  the  help  1 have  at  all  times 
received  in  the  discharge  of  my  many  duties. 

1 am.  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  LINSLEY, 

Senior  Sanitary  ]ns])ector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent. 
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